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396 Indiana Magazine of History 

A large part of the story is concerned with the Indians 
and their management by the government. The reviewer 
was especially interested in this, having waded through a 
corresponding chapter of Indiana history. There was so 
much peculation in Indiana, engaged in by such prominent 
characters, that it seemed wrong to tell the whole truth but 
the story told by Dr. Folwell relieves one of all apprehension. 
The Indian agents of early Indiana were mere kindergartners 
and what is more interesting a number of the same men who 
learned the rudiments of the game in Indiana became mas- 
ters in Minnesota. Soldiers like Josiah Snelling, Amos Stod- 
dard, Zebulon Pike, Stephen Long, Henry Leavenworth, and 
others also remind us of the close connection of the two states. 
Among the early governors was Col. Willis A. Gorman, a 
hero of the Mexican war and a congressman from Indiana 
previous to his appointment as governor. The struggle for 
cheap lands, the tribulations of the squatters, the building 
of railroads and the political strife all remind us in Indiana 
that our experiences were not unique — not even the contest 
with the British fur traders. It is an attractive story and one 
wonders why a sane person who can get such material will 
read any other kind. It is to be hoped Dr. Folwell will be 
able to continue the work, for it hardly seems probable a 
better author can be found. 

Problems in American Democracy. By Thomas Ross Wil- 
liamson, Smith College. D. C. Heath & Co., 1922. Pp. 567. 
This, I presume, is intended as a high school text in civics. 
First, as to two or three very minor matters. It seems the 
author has exceeded the limit in his acknowledgments. There 
is quite a little space wasted in the text telling what has 
been done or what is to be done. The "helps" at the end of the 
chapters are rather elaborate. These are not serious and are 
not offered as serious criticisms. The plan of the text is, 
first to present the concrete needs for government, that is, the 
problems confronting us, here and now; then the explana- 
tion of the government which must meet these problems. The 
problems are classified as economical, social and political. 
Rather each problem has three phases, economical, social and 
political. The discussions are clear and reasonably impartial. 
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The problems are well stated. It might in most cases have 
been better to reserve judgment, leaving conclusions to teacher 
and class. Aside from class room use the book contains a fine, 
clear resume of our situation for the average citizen. 

Messages and Letters of William. Henry Harrison, Volume I, 
1800-1811. Edited by Logan Esarey, Indianapolis, Indi- 
ana Historical Commission, 1922. Pp. XXXIV, 744. 
THIS volume is the seventh of the Indiana Historical Col- 
lections, and the first in a series of Governors' Messages and 
Letters to be published by the Indiana Historical Commission. 
The second volume in the series will appear soon. It will com- 
plete the Harrison papers. 

In the volume under review, the editor has brought to- 
gether much matter in addition to messages and letters of 
Governor Harrison. Speeches, military orders, resolutions 
of the territorial assembly, proclamations, and various other 
official notices and instructions are included. The volume also 
includes many letters from the war department, and several 
from President Jefferson. The collection is a valuable one 
which will prove helpful to all students of the history of Indi- 
ana territory, and indeed to all who are interested in the 
history of the west, at that period. 

The beginnings of a colony west of the Alleghanies are no 
less interesting than the beginnings of a colony along the 
Atlantic coast. Problems of government confronting the gov- 
ernor of a territory, the agent of the American federal gov- 
ernment, were no less important than those that had con- 
fronted governors sent from Great Britain to the old thirteen 
colonies. The pioneers of early Indiana had to solve prob- 
lems very similar to those solved by the early settlers of the 
seaboard communities. Often, the questions and tasks that 
faced the western colonists were more perplexing and diffi- 
cult. The contributions to American ideals and institutions 
by those pioneers who established civilization in western areas 
where none had existed before were no less valuable than those 
of colonists of the older areas to the east of the mountains. 

The Ordinance of 1787 provided a scheme of dealing with 
colonies that was new to colonial history, and Governor Har- 



